
proposed vault installation

I live near THORNWOOD park, what can I expect during 
construction?
AA large construction operation like this will require a significant 
amount of truck traffic to remove excavated soil from the site 
and bring stone and vault pieces into the site. Truck traffic will 
be routed to collector and arterial streets including Skokie 
Boulevard, Lake Avenue, Hunter Road and Illinois Road. While 
the Village and its contractor will do everything possible to 
mitigate construction impacts, the project will also generate 
noisenoise and dust. Additionally, there will be storm sewer 
installation in the adjacent streets that is explained in more 
detail on the opposite page.  

Who should I contact with questions?
Brigitte Berger-Raish, P.E., Director of Engineering and Public 
Works | 847.853.7627 | bergerb@wilmette.com

The consulting team is finalizing the design of the Thornwood 
Park underground storage vault, site drainage improvements, 
and new storm sewers on adjacent roadways. Final plans will 
be completed at the end of September and the project is 
anticipated to be awarded in January 2022.

Construction update

Neighborhood stormwater storage IMPROVEMENT project: PHASE III

What is the schedule for the underground vault 
installation at Thornwood Park? 
Construction of the underground vault at Thornwood Park is 
expected to begin in late May of 2022 and be completed at 
the end of October, 2022.      

how will construction trucks access the site?
ThereThere will be two access points into Thornwood Park as 
shown on the map below. 

What areas of THORNWOOD park will be impacted by 
construction and when will the park reopen?
TheThe southwestern portion of Thornwood Park (see 
highlighted area of park above) will be fenced and closed 
during construction, as will some of the parking along 
Dartmouth Street. The playground and tennis courts will 
remain open. The areas disturbed by construction will be 
restored with seed in the fall of 2022. The new grass will 
need time to establish, however, so the park will be open 
andand ready for the public to enjoy after the Spring 2023 
growing season.     

What safety measures will be in place to protect 
kids walking and biking to Harper School?
Safety is the Village’s top priority and therefore engineering 
staff has been closely coordinating project details with the 
Police Department and School District 39. School Walking 
Routes will be protected during construction and the 
construction contract will include provisions to minimize 
conflicts with school pick-up and drop-off times.   



Temporary detours may be required as the large pipes are installed. Other disruptions 
during storm sewer construction include temporary parking, sidewalk and driveway 
restrictions, temporary water shutoffs, and dust/noise associated with construction 
activities. The Village will be represented on-site at all times during construction to 
provide residents with advance notifications prior to roadway restrictions or water shutoffs 
and to limit the dust and noise from construction activities. 

There are also additional “optimized” sewers on Hunter Road (south of Lake Avenue) and Schiller Avenue as well as 
drainage work on Highland Avenue and Washington Avenue near Skokie Boulevard that will be bid as alternate items. 
The optimized sewers increase the overall effectiveness of the project by reaching additional neighborhoods. If 
construction pricing is favorable, these sewers will be added to the contract and built in 2022.  

What are some details about the proposed vault installation? 
TheThe bottom of the vault will be approximately 18-feet below the park’s 
surface elevation. To prepare for the vault installation, the contractor 
must remove approximately 1,350,000 cubic feet of soil, which is the 
volume of more than 15 Olympic size swimming pools. Once the hole is 
excavated, the contractor will build the vault, which consists of pre-cast 
concrete pieces that will be installed similar to Lego blocks. In total, 
there will be about 716 concrete pieces that will provide the required 
volumevolume of stormwater storage. Once installed, the vault will be backfilled 
with stone and soil, and restored with seed.    

How will the vault operate? 
Stormwater will enter the vault through a new storm sewer under Thornwood Avenue. After the rain has stopped, the 
water in the vault will be pumped back into the local sewer system where it will travel to the Lake Avenue Pump 
Station and eventually discharge into the North Branch of the Chicago River just as it does now. 

What will the park look like after construction? 
SinceSince the vault is completely underground, Thornwood Park 
will generally look like it does today when construction is over. 
The final grading of the site and other amenities, like restrooms 
and additional landscaping, will be coordinated with the Park 
District. The project also includes installation of an 
underground pump station, permanent generator and irrigation 
equipment. This area will be heavily screened with 
landscaping as shown in the rendering to the right. landscaping as shown in the rendering to the right. 

What about new storm sewers for the area? 
New, large diameter storm sewers will be installed on Thornwood Avenue, Hunter Road, 
Greenwood Avenue, Beechwood Avenue and 21st Street. These sewers will allow 
stormwater from the neighborhood to drain into and out of the vault. Storm sewer work is 
anticipated to begin in March of 2022. Residents impacted by construction will be notified 
prior to the beginning of construction. 

The project will provide significant flood relief and resolve any existing drainage problems in the park. Unfortunately, 
one mature tree at the south side of the park will have to be removed. All other small bushes or trees (and memorial 
plaques) impacted by construction at the access to the park will be replaced in coordination with the Park District.
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